
CARDV Mission Statement 
 

DRAFT 
 
 

The mission of the Center Against Rape and Domestic Violence is two-fold: 
•​ To provide services and support to those affected by sexual and domestic violence, and 
•​ To provide education and leadership within the community to change the societal conditions 

that cultivate these forms of violence. 
 
 
 

Principles of Unity 
 

Intimate Violence  
We believe that intimate violence is endemic to our society. By "intimate violence, " we mean domestic 
and sexual violence that includes physical assaults such as murder, rape, battering, sexual harassment, 
coerced pornography, and other forms of physical violence, as well as coercive control during 
psychological, emotional, or financial domination. Intimate violence also includes the attitudes and 
values that create and perpetuate such harm. 

 
Freedom from Violation 
We believe that everyone has the right to live a life free of violence and the threat of violence. Every 
person has the right to autonomy and physical integrity: in public, in their home, at their workplace, 
and online. To ensure this inherent freedom, no one should have to restrict their movement, activities, 
appearance, or bodies to be safe from intimate violence. 

 
Self-Determination 
We believe that everyone has the right to make their own decisions regarding sexual and reproductive 
matters, relationships, finances, education, and employment. We support survivors in exercising these 
rights by providing a broad range of services to assist them in reaching their full potential. 

 
Leadership in Education and Change 
We believe that the root causes of intimate violence stem from systems that privilege one group’s 
power over another and are reinforced by institutional and social structures that define and treat 
women and other vulnerable and marginalized people as subordinate. CARDV actively works to 
provide leadership and education to bring about the changes necessary in society to reduce this 
violence and oppression. 

 
Religious Freedom 
Religious beliefs and practices are a matter of personal conscience and individual choice., No one at 
CARDV  will promote, nor discourage, a particular religious belief in the course of their work. 

 
Unity of Community 
We believe sexism, misogyny, classism, racism, ableism, homophobia, transphobia, ageism, and other 
forms of elitism are systems and attitudes that divide survivors and their allies, weakening our 
collective power. CARDV does not condone these attitudes either in our policies or practices. We 
actively work toward ensuring that CARDV’s policies, procedures, and programs address imbalances 
of power, barriers to access, and systemic inequities that survivors experience. Our programs and 
membership are open to individuals of all backgrounds. We recognize that survivors of intimate 

 



violence represent an essential constituency in our movement and bring fortitude and wisdom from 
lived experience. We strongly encourage full participation by survivors, particularly by those whom 
CARDV has sheltered or supported. 
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